
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ September 2026 

As nonprofit leaders and advocates for freedom and democracy, we are writing because the 
fights we face on the ballot this November are about far more than a single election. There are 
five states – Arizona, Colorado, Missouri, Nebraska, and Washington – facing ballot measures 
attacking the rights of trans youth and their families. And the window is closing quickly to 
determine whether and how these fights – and other attacks on trans rights – will spread across 
the country in the years to come.  

Across the country, politicians are using transgender people as a test case. They are asking 
whether a small and politically vulnerable group can be isolated, turned into a source of fear, 
and used to justify greater government control over our lives, our families, and our bodies. 

The immediate harm is real. Transgender youth and their families are facing attacks on health 
care, educational opportunity, and the freedom to make personal decisions alongside trusted 
doctors and loved ones. But the stakes extend well beyond the transgender community. 

In states such as Missouri and elsewhere, anti-transgender measures are being used to 
undermine reproductive freedom, weaken public institutions, and concentrate political power to 
undermine our democracy. These campaigns are not isolated. They are testing grounds for a 
broader strategy that will not stop with trans people. 

The outcome of this election matters. And the infrastructure, leadership, and coalitions we build 
now will determine whether communities are prepared for what comes next. 

Our ask is clear: join us in this fight. Fund organizing, communications, legal capacity, 
education, research, leadership development, and the trans-led and state-based 
institutions that will remain long after Election Day. Then stay invested. 

November may provide answers. What happens afterward will determine who is ready to act on 
them. 

Signed, 

The 159 undersigned nonprofit leaders 

Andrea Hong Marra​
CEO​
Advocates for Trans 
Equality 

Ashley Peele​
Executive Director​
AFFA Action (SC) 

Phyllis Johnson​
Co-Chair​
Affinity Community 
Services 

Lynda Dee​
Executive Director​
AIDS Action Baltimore  

John Peller​
President & CEO​
AIDS Foundation 
Chicago 

Nourbese Flint​
President​
All Above All 



Antoine Ghoston​
Executive Director​
Arkansas Black Gay 
Men’s Forum 

Manuel W 
Hernández-Nuñez ​
Executive Director​
Association of 
Latinos/as/xs Motivating 
Action 

Dr. Shey Thorn​
Executive Director​
Association of Nurses in 
AIDS Care  

Jasper Liem​
Executive Director​
Attic Youth Center 

Andrew Coamey​
Executive Director​
Bailey House 

Chris Melody Fields 
Figueredo​
Executive Director​
Ballot Initiative Strategy 
Center 

Kyndall Mason​
Executive Director​
Basic Rights Oregon 

Leisha Mckinley-Beach​
CEO​
Black Public Health 
Academy 

D. Rashaan Gilmore​
Founder/President & CEO​
BlaqOut, Inc. 

 

S. Mandisa Moore-O'Neal ​
Executive Director​
The Center for HIV Law 
and Policy (CHLP) 

Dani Muñoz​
Executive Director​
The Center for Sexuality 
& Gender Diversity 

Denise Spivak​
CEO​
CenterLink 

Joli Robinson​
CEO​
Center on Halsted 

Lindsay Gaskins​
CEO​
Chicago House and 
Social Services Agency 

Colleen Cronin​
Interim Executive Director​
Colors+ Youth Center  

Virginia Kase Solomon​
President & CEO​
Common Cause 

Jen Laws​
CEO​
Community Access 
National Network  

David Brinkman​
CEO​
DAP Health 

Karen Marder, LCSW​
Executive 
Director/Co-Founder​
Dutchess County Pride 
Center 

Tiera M. Craig​
Chief Executive Officer​
Diversity Richmond 

Corinne Goodwin​
Executive Director​
Eastern PA Trans Equity 
Project 

Tony Hoang​
Executive Director​
Equality California 

Christopher O’Connor​
Executive Director​
Equality Commons 

Fran Hutchins​
Executive Director​
Equality Federation 

Stratton Pollitzer​
Executive Director and 
CEO​
Equality Florida  

Channyn Lynne Parker ​
CEO​
Equality Illinois 

Heide Lester​
Interim Executive Director​
Equality Maine 

Erin Knott​
Executive Director​
Equality Michigan 

Marshall Martinez​
Executive Director​
Equality New Mexico 

Eliazar Posada-Orozco​
Executive Director​
Equality NC 



Dwayne Steward, MPA ​
CEO & Executive Director​
Equality Ohio 

Brad Pritchett​
Chief Executive Office​
Equality Texas 

Narissa Rahaman​
Executive Director​
Equality Virginia 

David Ernesto Munar​
President & CEO​
Equitas Health 

Chris Hartman​
Executive Director​
Fairness Campaign 

Bonnie Strunk​
Director​
FAIRNY 

Abigail Swetz​
Executive Director​
Fair Wisconsin 

Kenisha M. Harris​
Executive Director​
Follow The Light 
Advocacy and LGBTQ 
Resource Center  

Kris Fair​
Executive Director​
The Frederick Center 

Cole McAfee​
Executive Director​
Freedom Oklahoma 

Phillip Westry​
Executive Director​
FreeState Justice 

Reiny Cohen​
Interim Co-Executive 
Director ​
Fuse Washington 

Diane Anderson-Minshall​
Executive Director​
GALECA: The Society of 
LGBTQ Entertainment 
Critics 

Brielle Winslow-Majette ​
Acting Executive Director​
Garden State Equality  

Megan J. Peterson​
Executive Director​
Gender Justice Action 

Emma Vosicky​
Executive Director​
GenderNexus 

Jeff Graham​
Executive Director​
Georgia Equality 

Ricardo Martinez​
Executive Director​
GLBTQ Legal Advocates 
& Defenders (GLAD Law) 

Rick Flynn​
Executive Director​
Greater Dayton LGBT 
Center 

Scott Ellis​
Executive Director​
Great Lakes Bay Pride 

Tyrone Creech​
Executive Director​
GSAFE 

Ilona Lohrey​
President & CEO​
GSBA 

Kelley Robinson​
President​
Human Rights Campaign 

Aaron C. Morris​
Executive Director​
Immigration Equality 

Nichole June Maher​
President and CEO​
Inatai Foundation 

Erika Lorshbough ​
Executive Director​
interACT: Advocates for 
Intersex Youth  

Chris Paulsen​
CEO​
IYG 

Ashley L. Coleman​
CEO​
JASMYN 

Joe Halsch​
Executive Director​
Jim Toy Community 
Center  

Jaelynn Scott ​
Executive Director​
Lavender Rights Project  

Kara Teeple​
CEO​
Lawrence Hall 

Kori Hennessey​
Executive Director​
LGBT Center of Raleigh 



Phyllis Harris​
Executive Director​
LGBT Community Center 
of Greater Cleveland  

Dr. George A. Wallace​
Chief Executive Officer​
LGBT+ Center Orlando, 
Inc.  

Peg Corley​
Chief Executive Officer​
LGBTQ Center OC 

John Waldron, Ed.D​
CEO​
The LGBTQ+ Center of 
Las Vegas 

Phyllis Gallisath​
Executive Director​
The LIAM Foundation 

Marco Mays​
CEO/Founder​
Live Like An Icon 

Ivan Luevanos-Elms​
Executive Director​
Local Progress 

Joe Hollendoner​
CEO​
Los Angeles LGBT 
Center 

N. Dietz​
Executive Director​
Louisiana Coalition on 
Criminalization and 
Health 

Peyton Rose Michelle ​
Executive Director​
Louisiana Trans 
Advocates 

Andre Clark​
Director​
Love The Golden Rule, 
Inc. 

Naomi Goldberg​
Executive Director​
Movement Advancement 
Project 

Derrick Johnson​
President & CEO​
NAACP 

Margie Wolf​
President​
Naper Pride 

Imani Rupert-Gordon ​
President​
National Center for 
LGBTQ Rights 

Lauren Banks​
Executive Director ​
National HIV/AIDS 
Housing Coalition  

Kierra Johnson​
President​
The National LGBTQ 
Task Force Action Fund 

Fatima Goss Graves​
President & CEO​
National Women’s Law 
Center 

Mark Misrok​
Executive Director​
National Working 
Positive Coalition 

David Johns​
CEO & Executive Director​
NBJC 

Rev. Heidi Carrington 
Heath​
Executive Director​
NH Outright 

Harold Phillips​
CEO​
NMAC​
​
Max Disposti​
Executive 
Director/Founder​
North County LGBTQ 
Resource Center  

James Giessler​
Executive Director/CEO​
North Shore Alliance of 
LGBTQ+ Youth (NAGLY) 

Joseph M. Porter​
Executive Director​
Northwest Arkansas 
Equality 

Leon van der Goetz​
Executive Director​
NoVA Prism Center  

Maxwell Mowitz​
Executive Director 

Nadine Bridges​
Executive Director​
One Colorado 

Nate Rhoton​
CEO​
one-n-ten 

Mimi Demissew​
Executive Director​
Our Family Coalition 



Christopher Terkos​
Executive Director​
OutFront Kalamazoo 

Kat Rohn​
Executive Director​
OutFront Minnesota 

Mawell Mowitz​
Executive Director​
One Iowa 

Rachel Tomlinson Dick, 
Esq. ​
Executive Director​
OutNebraska 

Steve Starkey​
Executive Director​
OutReach LGBTQ+ 
Community Center 

Dana Kaplan​
Executive Director​
Outright Vermont 

Isaac James​
Co-Founder & Executive 
Director​
OutVote 

Julio C. Roman​
Executive Director​
Pacific Pride Foundation 

Brian K. Bond​
CEO​
PFLAG National 

Brianna Twofoot​
Executive Director​
Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund 

 

Jack Teter​
Managing Director​
Planned Parenthood of 
the Rocky Mountains 
Action Fund  

Frank C. Guzman​
Chief Executive Director​
Pomona Valley Pride 

Alecia Tramel-McIntyre​
Founder/CEO​
Positive People Network 
Inc 

Evany Turk​
Co-Executive Director​
Positive Women's 
Network-USA 

Dave Bentlin​
President​
Prairie Pride Coalition  

Jeremiah Johnson​
Executive Director​
PrEP4All 

Axton Buron​
Executive Director​
Pride Across the Bridge 

Katrina Dawn Stewart​
Executive Director​
Pride Community Center 
of the Brazos Valley 

Katie Carter​
CEO​
Pride Foundation 

Derrick Jones​
Executive Director​
Pride Lafayette (Indiana)  

Alison Marciniak ​
Executive Director​
Progress Arizona  

Justyn Hunter-Ceruti​
Executive Director​
Project Pride SRQ  

Jacey Thornton​
Executive Director​
Project Rainbow Utah 

Katy Erker-Lynch​
Executive Director​
PROMO 

Hilary Otey​
Director​
Queermunity 
Collaborative 

Nicki Hangsleben​
Founder & CEO​
QUEERSPACE collective 

Clayton Gibson​
Executive Director​
QWELL Community 
Foundation 

Karundi Williams​
Executive Director​
re:power 

Mini Timmaraju​
President​
Reproductive Freedom 
for All 

Mardi Moore​
CEO​
Rocky Mountain Equality 
and Rocky Mountain 
Equality Action Fund  

 



David Heitstuman​
Chief Executive Officer​
Sacramento’s LGBT 
Community Center 

Lynn Faria​
CEO​
SAGE 

Cara Dessert, Esq.​
CEO​
San Diego LGBT 
Community Center  

Dr. Tyler TerMeer​
CEO​
San Francisco AIDS 
Foundation  

Tami Haught and Kamaria 
Laffrey ​
Co-Executive Director​
Sero Project 

André Wade​
State Director​
Silver State Equality 

Brian Poth​
CEO​
The Source LGBT+ 
Center 

Alexis Anderson-Reed​
President & CEO​
State Voices 

Roz Gould Keith​
Executive Director​
Stand with Trans 

EJ Juárez ​
Executive Director​
State Innovation 
Exchange 

Yante Turner​
Director​
Sun Seeker Mke 

Chris Sanders​
Executive Director​
Tennessee Equality 
Project 

Mary Elizabeth Marr​
CEO​
Thrive Alabama 

Jack Knoxville​
Founder/Executive 
Director​
Trans Empowerment 
Project 

Kathie Moehlig​
Executive Director​
TransFamily Support 
Services 

Emmett Schelling ​
Executive Director​
Transgender Education 
Network of Texas (TENT)  

Shelby Chestnut​
Executive Director​
Transgender Law Center 

Adrien Lawyer​
Co-Director​
Transgender Resource 
Center of New Mexico 

Tatiana Williams​
Executive Director​
Transinclusive Group 

Wren Rhodes, PhD​
Executive Director​
Trans Mentor Project 

H. Trinidad Plascencia​
President & CEO​
Trans Queer Institute 

Asher McMaher​
Executive Director​
Trans Up Front IL 

Mark Harrington​
Executive Director​
Treatment Action Group 

Rachel Simon​
Executive Director​
Triangle Community 
Center 

Jacqueline Kalipeni​
Executive Director​
Uniting Pride of 
Champaign County 

Kimberly Inez McGuire​
Chief Executive Officer​
URGE: Unite for 
Reproductive & Gender 
Equity 

Kathleen Cameron​
Director​
Washington County Gay 
Straight Alliance, Inc. 

Wilfred W Labiosa, PhD​
Executive Director​
Waves Ahead Corp 

Domenico Ruggerio​
Executive Director​
We Are Family 

Krista Martel​
Executive Director​
The Well Project 

 



Ricci J. Levy​
President & CEO​
Woodhull Freedom 
Foundation 

Nancy Mullen​
Executive Director​
Youth Outlook 

 


