July 2, 2026
Dear Members of Congress:

We write to strongly oppose any funding for Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and the Border Patrol (BP) in Fiscal Year 2027 appropriations. At a time when
families are struggling to afford basic necessities, Congress must reject further
investments of taxpayer dollars in a detention and deportation apparatus thatis
already better funded than most militaries, harms communities, and operates
without accountability. Congress must take measures to restrict funding for these
abusive agencies and redirect taxpayer dollars towards community needs.

This Congress has provided unprecedented resources to immigration enforcement
agencies. Between the FY 2025 and FY 2026 reconciliation bills, ICE and BP have
received the equivalent of nearly eight years of typical annual appropriations — all in
less than a single year. These massive infusions of taxpayer dollars have come at the
expense of critical investments in health care, nutrition assistance, and other basic
needs, while further entrenching a system defined by unaccountable flouting of
court orders, rising deaths in detention, and family separation.

Congress cannot justify providing additional discretionary funding in FY 2027 when
these agencies have already received historic, unchecked funding through
reconciliation and continue to violate basic civiland human rights. In fact,
Republican leaders repeatedly stated the intent of the 2026 reconciliation bill was
to fund these agencies for the next three years.

In addition to withholding additional funding, Congress must use this funding cycle
to redirect taxpayer funds back towards health care and human needs. Itis also
imperative for Congress to ensure that the FY 2027 Department of Homeland
Security appropriations bill extends oversight and administrative provisions from
past fiscal years’ bills and accompanying reports to apply to all sources of agency
funds, including the previous two reconciliation bills. These critical provisions
include data reporting requirements, standards of care and treatment for people in
detention and custody and ensuring Members of Congress’ unfettered ability to
conduct oversight at DHS facilities. Congress must further enact policies and
restrict funding to stop ICE and BP abuses, such as those proposed in the wake of
the killings of Alex Pretti and Renee Nicole Good.


https://mikejohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2869

In sum, we urge Congress to:
e Provide no funding for ICE and Border Patrol in FY 2027 appropriations;

o Extend and apply all appropriations accountability and oversight provisions
included in previous DHS bills to funding provided through reconciliation
legislation;

o Redirect taxpayer dollars away from the bloated budgets of ICE and Border
Patrol to fund health care and human needs;

o Adopt additional oversight and accountability measures that require ICE and
CBP to meet basic civil rights, legal compliance, and transparency standards;
and

e Restrict the use of funds for further ICE detention expansion, including the
use of funds to construct or renovate warehouse detention facilities.

The American people deserve a federal budget that prioritizes health, safety, and
economic security, not one that continues to funnel billions into a system that
separates families, undermines public trust, and operates without accountability.
We urge all Members to reject any FY 2027 appropriations bills that fail to meet
these basic standards.

Sincerely,
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