AVAC

Advocacy. Access. Equity.

To:

The Honorable Senator Bill Cassidy, MD, Chairman

The Honorable Senator Bernie Sanders, Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP)
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

From: The Undersigned Individuals and Organizations in support of NIH funded research

RE: Protect Federal Funding for HIV, TB, and STI Research and Prevention at the National
Institutes of Health

Dear Chairman Cassidy, Ranking Member Sanders and Members of the Senate HELP
committee,

We, the undersigned 627 organizations, institutions, researchers, clinicians, public health
advocates and stakeholders, write to express urgent concern to the committee in regard to
devastating cuts to HIV, tuberculosis (TB), and sexually transmitted infection (STI) research at
the National Institutes of Health (NIH). These cuts jeopardize decades of progress made through
U.S. scientific leadership that have resulted in treatment, prevention, and care innovation. Recent
actions to cut and diminish critical research now threatening millions of lives in the U.S. and
around the world, abdicates the U.S. leadership as a scientific superpower with profound
economic consequences, and challenges the vision of reaching an end to these epidemics through
science.

NIH-funded research has fueled lifesaving prevention breakthroughs.

From HIV treatment, PrEP, and cure to promising TB vaccines and STI diagnostics, NIH-
supported research has transformed public health. These breakthroughs are not incidental or
insignificant, they are the result of long-standing partnerships between NIH, community-engaged
research networks, and site-based research infrastructure across the U.S. and globally, and they
have improved fundamental health outcomes around the world. Clinical trial sites drive
innovation in prevention, serve as training hubs for researchers and providers, and as trusted
access points for underrepresented communities. The sudden termination of research grants
disrupts these sites, dismantles critical infrastructure, and undermines equity-focused science.

Prevention science is at risk-and so are commupnities that depend on it.

Recent actions have already eliminated at least $450 million in HIV research grants, with
additional terminations affecting STI and TB studies. These cuts abruptly halted work on long-



acting prevention, microbicides, vaccines, and multi-pathogen approaches. These cuts target
communities most impacted by HIV, TB, and STIs: Black and brown populations, LGBTQ+
individuals, people who use drugs, and others facing systemic barriers to care.

Cuts to international research- particularly in South Africa, which has been central to HIV and
TB research- are equally damaging. These global sites have produced essential findings that
guide U.S. prevention strategies. Disrupting these partnerships directly harms U.S. public health,
particularly at a time when TB rates are at a 10-year high and STI incidence continues to rise.

The restructuring of the Department of Health and Human Services and mass staff layoffs
must be stopped.

Under the direction of HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., sweeping reorganizations and
reductions in force (RIFs) at NIH and across HHS are gutting the scientific workforce,
terminating thousands of skilled researchers, and politicizing public health infrastructure. These
actions, carried out without Congressional oversight or stakeholder engagement, are dismantling
programs that support HIV, TB, and STI research, silencing expert voices, and damaging our
nation’s ability to respond to both ongoing and emerging public health threats.

The broader consequences are economic, scientific, and moral.

NIH research supports over 300,000 researchers across all 50 states and fuels $2.46 in economic
activity for every one federal dollar invested. Between 2007 and 2022, 86% of the global health
R&D funding was reinvested in U.S. institutions, creating 600,000 jobs and $104 billion in
economic growth, and contributing to over 90% of FDA-approved medications and devices.
Terminating these programs erodes this return on investment, shrinks our scientific workforce,
stifles innovation and makes America poorer, sicker, and less prepared for future health
challenges.

We call on members of this committee to:

1. Reject any proposed cuts to HIV, TB, and STI research, prevention, and care programs
funded by NIH and other federal agencies.

2. Fully restore all terminated research grants and clinical trial networks, units and
sites critical to innovation in prevention and community engagement.

3. Oppose any restructuring of HHS that weakens scientific independence, marginalizes
key population research, or bypasses Congressional oversight.

As a nation, we cannot end HIV, eliminate TB, or control the STI crisis without science- and we
cannot do science without sustained, equitable investment. Now is the time to defend the
research enterprise that protects public health, drives innovation, and centers those most
impacted. We urge your leadership to take critical action in protecting and sustaining NIH
funding to safeguard American science power and facilitate an end to these epidemics. Should
you have any questions in regard to this letter, please contact John Meade, AVAC’s Senior
Program Manager — Policy, at john(@avac.org.



mailto:john@avac.org

Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Equality Florida
Fast-Track Cities Institute
Fenway Health

Five Horizon’s Health
Services

Game Changing Men
Getting to Zero

Getting to Zero San
Francisco

GLMA: Health
Professionals Advancing
LGBTQ+ Equality
Global Black Gay Men
Connect

Health Services Center,
Inc.

HIV-+Hepatitits Policy
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Washington, DC
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Ashley Gordon-Phillips
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Audrey Pettifor
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Ava Dennie
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FIDSA

Barbara Van Der Pol
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Brian Greenfelder
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Illinois
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Maryland
Maryland
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PA

New York
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California
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Maryland
Georgia
New York
Maryland
Maryland
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N. Carolina
New York
New York
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Ohio
Alabama
Maryland
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Brooke Baffa
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Bryan Gooding
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Carey Shive

Carlos Malvestutto, MD,
MPH
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Clifford Castleberry
Connie Celum

Constance A. Benson, MD
Corey Hopkins, PhD
Courtney Schill

Craig Fong

Cristine Fisher

Cynthia K Papierniak
Cynthia L Sears, MD
Daniel Huan Chao CHEN
Daniel Johnson

Daniel Lowenstein
Daniel R. Kuritzkes, M.D.
Daniel Reeves

Danielle German
Danielle Warren

Danilo Bacic Lima, MD
Darcy Wooten

David Chapman

David Dowdy

David Loeb

David Palm
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David W Poole

David W. Haas, MD
Deborah Konkle-Parker
Deborah McMahon, MD
Deborah Theodore, MD

Debra Winters, APRN-BC,

AACRN

Deepak Almeida
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Diane Havlir, MD
Dimple Patel
Dominic Dorazio
Donna J. Smith

Douglas Krakower, MD,
FIDSA

Douglas Richman

Louisiana
WA
California
Nebraska
Maryland
Illinois
Maryland
Illinois
Maryland
Ohio
Illinois
California
MA

WA
Maryland
Ohio

New York
Missouri
New York
Maryland
New York
N. Carolina
Maryland
Florida
Tennessee
Mississippi
PA

New York

Massachusetts

Maryland
MA
California
Ohio
Ohio
Alabama

MA

California



Dr. Alexandre Carvalho,
M.D., M.P.H.

Dr. Anthony Bowen

Dr. Brandi Manning, DO,
MPH

Dr. Melissa Parkinson

Dr. Ruvandhi
Nathavitharana

Drew Lewis, MD, MTM&H,

FACP
Drew Sayer, PhD

Edwin D. Charlebois, MPH,

PhD
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Elaine Abrams
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Elisa Ignatius
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Elizabeth Habat
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Ellen G. Chadwick MD
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Emily Dauria
Emily Lu

Emma Meagher
Enbal Shacham
Eric Nuermberger

Erin Cooney, Phd, MSPH,
CPH

Erin Shirk

Ernie-Paul Barrette, MD
Eryka Saylor

Ethan Honeycutt

Ethel D. Weld, MD, PhD
Fengchun Ye

Florian Hladik

Francisco Rentas

Gayle K Springer

New York

Ohio
New York
MA

Maryland
Alabama
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Maryland
Maryland
New York
Illinois
Maryland
MA

Ohio
Maryland
Texas
Ilinois
New York
Pennsylvania
Maryland
PA
missouri
Maryland

Maryland

Maryland
Missouri
Maryland
Ohio
Maryland
Ohio

WA

WA
Maryland



Ge Jin

Gennifer Kully
Giuseppina Impellizzeri
Greg Jao

Greg Macek

Gregg Cassin
Gregoire Lauvau
Gregory M. Lucas
GULSEREN Yilmaz
Haleigh Civiletto
Harry Breaux
Heather Gray

Heba Ali

Hilary M Babcock
Hilary Reno

Hong Van Tieu
Hsiang Hong

Ian Frank
Immaculate L Nankya
Iryne Zziwa-Kabenge
Isabelle Clerc
Isabelle Medina
Isadora Salles

J Kevin Carmichael MD
FIDSA DABFM

Jacky Jennings

Jacob McLean, DO
Jacqueline Loeb

Jade Bell

Jaime Robertson, MD
Jake Estes

Jakob Harrison-Gleason
Jaleah Rutledge
James Egan

James England, MD
Jami Maxson MD
JAMIE WEISMAN
Jane Lee

Janet M. Turan

Ohio
California
Illinois
Illinois
Illinois
California

Maryland
New York
New York
California
Illinois
Maryland
Missouri
Missouri
New York
New York
PA

Ohio
Maryland
Illinois
New York
Georgia

Arizona

Maryland
New York
Maryland
Maryland
Ohio
Oregon
Illinois
CT

PA

Ohio
Iowa
Georgia
Illinois
Alabama



Janice Chithelen

Jason Blackard PhD
Jason Burnham

Jason Farley

Jason Halperin, MD MPH
Jatin Vyas

Jeanne Baron

Jeanne C Keruly, MS,
CRNP

Jecca R Steinberg
Jeff Taylor

Jeffrey C. Hatcher, MD
FACP FIDSA

Jeffrey Segall

Jen Tilly

Jennifer Cocohoba
Jennifer Furin
Jennifer Furin
Jennifer Jao
Jennifer M Fiegel

Jennifer McMillen Smith,
MSSA, LISW-S

Jennifer O'Neill, BSN, RN
Jennifer Yore

Jerrica L. Werner, MD
Jesse Clark, MD
Jessica Jaiswal

Jessica Marburger
Jessica McCann
Jessica weaver

Jill Blumenthal

Joan Cullen

Joan Duggan

Jo-Ann Jose

Joe Mora

Joel Ernst

Joel Kammeyer, MD
John Bonelli

John Dennis

Ohio
Missouri
Maryland
California
New York
New York

Maryland

Illinois
California

N. Carolina

New York
N. Carolina
California
Ohio

Ohio
Illinois
New York

Ohio

Nebraska
California
WA
California
Alabama
Ohio

N. Carolina
New Jersey
California
Ohio

California
California
Ohio

New York
California
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John Dwyer, RN
John Koethe, MD
John L. Sullivan M.D.
John M Coffin

John Peller

John R. Bassler

John Sauceda

John Sefakis

John W. Mellors, MD
Jon Weinhold

Jonah Sacha

Jonathan Karn

Jorge Soler

Jose A. Bazan, DO
José Diaz

Joseph Gregory Rosen
Joseph J Eron Jr. MD
Joseph Liaw

Joseph M McCune, MD,

PhD

Joseph Mudd

Josh Barocas

Joshua T Schiffer
Joyce Jones, MD, MS

Judith D. Auerbach, PhD

Judith Dispenza
Judith S. Currier MD
Julia Beabout

Julia Rosebush

Julian Goodman, MD

Julie E Mangino MD,
FSHEA, FIDSA

Julie Evans
Julie McArthur
Julie Patterson
Julie Whiley

K Rivet Amico
Kaitlin Poole
Kameron Jacobs

California
Tennessee
MA

MA
Illinois
Alabama
California
New York
PA
Nebraska
Oregon
Ohio

New York
Ohio

New Jersey
RI

N. Carolina
Illinois

California

Louisiana
Colorado
WA
Maryland
California
Illinois
California
WA
Illinois
Ohio

OHIO

Maryland
Maryland
Ohio
Ohio
Michigan
Maryland
WA
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Kanika Khanna

Karah Y. Greene, MSW
Kate Gershwin
Katharine J Bar, MD

Katherine Knapp, MD,
FAAP, AAHIVS

Katherine Luzuriaga
Katherine Wilson
Kathleen Hill Gallant
Kathleen Page
Kathryn Stephenson
Kawsar Talaat

Kayla Hendry

Kelli Williams MD, MPH
Kelly Curran

Kelly Lowensen
Kenneth Mayet
Keosha Bond

Keri Althoff

Kevin Hsueh

Khalil Ghanem

Kim Scarsi

Kira Gritsman

Kisten Nolan

Kristen Ellis, PharmD,
BCPS, AAHIVP

KRISTI LANGSHAW
Kristi Vaughn

Kristine Erlandson
Krystle Kim

Ladonna Benning

Larry Chang

Laura Beres

Laura Clark

Laura J. Mintz, MD, PhD
Laura Renee Marks
Lawrence Leonard Lusardo
Lawrence Purpura

Leah Kravets

California
Florida
Illinois
PA

Tennessee

MA
Maryland
Minnesota
Maryland
MA
Maryland
Kentucky
Ohio
Maryland
Maryland
MA

New York
Maryland
Missouri
Maryland
Nebraska
New York
[linois

Arizona

Ohio
California
Colorado
Illinois
Maryland
Maryland
Maryland
Maryland
Ohio
Missouri
WA

New York
New York
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Leah Woods

Lee Gilman, CRNP
Lee Winchester
Liam Jermyn

Liesl Nydegger
Linda M Tate
Lindsay Sheets
Lisa Kuhns

Liz Salomon
Lizbeth Fabregas Troche
Lizmarie Torres
Logan Benton
Louis Catania
Louis M Weiss

Lucy Kalanithi, MD, FACP

Luis Dubocq
Lustigman sara
Lyndsey Armor

Lynn Wardlow

Lynne M Mofenson MD
Madeline McCrary
Madhu Choudhary
Magdalena Sobieszczyk
Maggie Feeney

Mandar Paradkar
Manuel Ocasio

Marc Siegel

Marci Drees, MD, MS
Margaret Ann Sanders
Maria Jalbrzikowski
Marie Bakitas

Marilia Pinzone
Marilyn Hewitt

Mario Stevenson

Marion J Skalweit MD PhD

Marisa Brizzi, PharmD,
BCPS, AAHIVP
Mark Herbert

N. Carolina
Maryland
Nebraska
New York
Maryland
PA
Maryland
Illinois
MA

PR

PR
Alabama
Ohio

California
Ohio

New York
Ohio

Ohio
Maryland
Missouri
PA

New York
California

Louisiana

District of
Columbia

Delaware
Illinois
MA
Alabama
Missouri
Illinois
Florida
Ohio

Ohio
Ohio
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Marlena Petrie
Martez Smith
Martin Rodriguez
Mary C Magee, R.N.
Mary DeGrezia
Mary Glenn Fowler
Mary Hawk

Mary K Grabowski
Mary Midea

Mary Palmer Klawon
Mary T. Johnson
Mary Talalay
Matthew Adams

Megan Rose Curtis MD MS

Melissa Osborn Jenkins,
MD

Melissa Parker
Meredith Greene
Michael Bianco
Michael Deighan
Michael Gierlach

Michael Herce, MD, MPH,
MSc

Michael L. Freeman, Ph.D.
Michael Lederman MD
Michael Louella

Michael Luciano

Michael Maginn

Michael Saag, MD
Michael Smallwood
Michele Gaffigan
Michele Andrasik
Michele O'Neill

Michelle Saemann
Michelle V Lisgaris MD
Miranda Smith
Mohamed Abdel-Mohsen
Moira Nguyen

Moises Agosto

Kentucky
New York
Alabama
California
Maryland
Maryland
PA
Maryland
Ohio
Kentucky
Illinois
Maryland
Arizona
Missouri

Ohio

Alabama
Indiana
New York
Ohio

Ohio

N. Carolina

Ohio

Ohio

WA

S. Carolina
Illinois
Alabama
New York
Colorado
WA

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Illinois
Illinois
Maryland
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Molly Lyons
Monica Gandhi
Murray Penner
Nahom Daniel

Nancy L. Haigwood, Ph.D.
Natalie Nielsen, PharmD

Natalie Wilson
Nayck Feliz
Newton Butler
Nicole Dister
Nicolette Gomez
Nikki Jacobs
Niklas Bachmann
Nina Derby

Nora Colburn, MD, MPH

Olivia Andres
Olivia Van Gerwen
Orbit Clanton
Pablo Tebas

Paige L. Williams
Pam Turner

Parya Saberi

Paul Arons MD
Paul Spearman
Paul Volberding
Peter Tran

Peter W. Hunt, MD
Peter Zimmerman
Petros C. Karakousis
Philip Bolduc MD
Poonum Korpe
Preston Kutzner
Priscilla Yee

Priya Pal

Puneet Upreti

R. Paul Johnson, MD
Rachel Calhoun
Rachel Tao

Rajesh T. Gandhi

MA
California
DC and KS
WA
Oregon
Ohio
California
PA
California
Ohio
Florida
Ohio
Maryland
WA

Ohio
Illinois
Alabama
New York
PA

MA

Ohio
California
Florida
Ohio
California
OHIO
California
Ohio
Maryland
MA

Mllinois
Hawaii
Missouri

Ohio
Maryland
MA
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Ramona Gonzales-
Cardenas

Rasima

Ravi Jhaveri
Rebeca Diaz-Reyes
Rebecca Becker
Rebecca Brown
Rebecca Forrest
Rebecca Fry
Rebecca L. Becker
Rena Patel

Renee Heffron
Rev. Peter Sean Scie
Reva Datar
Richard Ambinder

Richard B. Pollard M.D.
FACP, FIDSA

Richard D'Aquila
Richard E. Chaisson, MD
Richard Loftus MD
Richard Moore

Riley James

Rita Lisa Labbett, MPH,
CCRC

Rob Camp

Robert C. Bollinger MD,
MPH

Robert Garofalo

Robert Kalayjian, MD
Robert Rudolph

Robert T. Schooley, MD

Robin K. Avery MD,
FIDSA, FAST

RoiAnn R. Phillips
Romeo Allen II1
Ron Swanstrom

Rumilia Tolentino-Nogueira

Ruth Mullowney-Agra
Saira Butt
Sandeep Tyagi

California

Illinois
Ilinois
Maryland
Maryland

Ohio

New York
Maryland
Alabama
Alabama
Louisiana
Maryland
Maryland

California

Illinois
Maryland
ND
Maryland
Ohio

PA
MA
Maryland

Illinois
OHIO
Kentucky
California

Maryland

Illinois
Louisiana
N. Carolina
Ohio

Ohio
Indiana
Maryland
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Sandra Wiederhold MD
Sara Bares

Sara Gianella Weibel
Sara Schenkel

Sara Suliman

Sarah Misiano

Sarah Najera

Scott F. Sieg

Scott Fulton, MD
Scott Greenbaum
Scott Hendry

Seun Ibironke

Shaina Rose Horner
Shanett Jones
Shanisha Gordon-Mitchell
Shannon Ransom
Sharon Hillier

Sharon Lewin

Sharon Nichols
Shashwatee Bagchi
Shawnalyn Sunagawa
Sherif Mossad

Shilpa Vasishta
Shobha Swaminathan
Shruti Mehta

Skye Opsteen

Sonya Krishnan
Sreeja Kodali

Stacy W. Smallwood, PhD,
MPH

Steffanie Sabbaj

Steph Santoro
Stephanie Creasy, MPH
Stephanie Fabiyi
Stephanie Ralich
Stephanie Shiau
Stephanie Standlee
Stephen Berry

Stephen Carpenter

Michigan
Nebraska
California
MA
California
Florida
Illinois

Ohio

MA
Kentucky
New Jersey
Ohio
Illinois
New York
California
PA

California
Missouri
Nebraska
Ohio

New York
New Jersey
Maryland
Alabama
Maryland
Maryland

N. Carolina

Alabama

PA

Illinois
Indiana
New Jersey
Illinois
Maryland
Ohio
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Summer Worthington
Sunil K. Ahuja
Suresh Boppana
Susan Cohn

Susan L Koletar
Suzanne Queen

Sybil Hosek

Sydney Agnello
Sydney LeBlanc
Teresa

Teresa Bowman
Termeh Feinberg
Tess Willinger
Thomas C Bailey, MD
Thomas Erwes
Thomas Nguyen

Thomas P. Giordano, MD,

MPH

Thomas Quinn, MD
Timothy Jackson
Timothy M Mykris
Tom Carpino

Tonia Poteat

Tracy Wolbach
Valeria Cantos
Veronica Figueroa
Veronica Viar
Vicente Planelles
Victoria Frye
Victoria McDonald
Viet Vu

Viraj Patel MD MPH
Vivian Chang
Willa Cochran
Won Kim

Xiomara Merced
Yesha Patel

Yijia Li, MD
Yoelvis Garcia-Mesa

Illinois
Texas
Alabama
California

Maryland
Illinois
Ohio

Ohio
Maryland
New York
CT

MA
Missouri
Arizona

Texas

Maryland
Illinois
Nebraska
N. Carolina
N. Carolina
Colorado
Georgia
California
California
Utah

New York
Alabama
Maryland
New York
California
Maryland
Illinois
Ohio
Ohio

PA

Ohio
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Zichong Li

California



