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Dr. Patrick Kenny Certified Nurse of the Year

Noriel Calaguas, PhD, MSHA, RN, ACRN

Noriel P. Calaguas, PhD, MSHSA, RN, 
ACRN, is a Philippine leader in HIV/
AIDS nursing education and care. 
With a PhD in Nursing Education, a 
Master of Science in Health Services 
Administration, and certification as 
an HIV/AIDS Certified Registered 
Nurse (ACRN), Dr. Calaguas has 
made substantial contributions to the 
integration of HIV/AIDS education 
into nursing curricula, particularly in 
family and community health nursing. 
His research, recognized through 
numerous peer-reviewed publications 
and leadership in pivotal projects, 

has significantly influenced the development of HIV nursing practices in the 
Philippines. Dr. Calaguas’ commitment extends beyond academia into community-
based HIV care, where he provides essential counseling, testing, and educational 
services through various civil society and community based organizations. As a 
trustee of the Philippine Society of Sexual and Reproductive Health Nurses, Inc., 
and co-chair of the Global Committee for the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, 
he has been a driving force in advocating for inclusive healthcare and advancing 
the role of nurses in the global fight against HIV.

This prestigious award  recognizes an ACLPN, ACRN or AACRN who exemplifies 
excellence in HIV/AIDS nursing and advances the mission of the HIV/AIDS Nursing 
Certification Board. This award is voted upon by the HANCB board.

1



2

Congratulations 
Dr. Noriel Calaguas

PhD, MSHA, RN, ACRN 
for being the first global member to receive 

the prestigious 2024 Dr. Patrick Kenny 
Certified Nurse of the Year Award from the 
HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification Board and 

for being honored as this year’s HIV Educator 
Distinguished Service Awardee from the 

Association of Nurses in AIDS Care!

Your commitment to providing exceptional care and 
education makes a profound impact on the lives of those 
you serve. These accolades are a testament to your hard 

work, compassion, and expertise in HIV nursing!



Andrew Komensky, RN, BNS, MBA, ACRN, CIC

Andrew “Drew” Komensky, MBA, BSN, 
RN, ACRN, CIC, has been a member of 
the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care 
since 1999. He co-founded the original 
South Carolina Chapter in 1999. Drew 
has served on the ANAC Chapters 
Committee, Bylaws Committee, and 
Conference Committee and served 
as Chair of Chapters and the Chair 
of the 25th Anniversary Conference 
Committee during his tenure. He 
also served as ANAC Secretary for 
two terms. Drew was awarded the 
ANAC Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 2012, and currently is a long-time 

member of the Rhode Island Chapter of ANAC, where he advocates for members 
to become certified.

In 2004, Drew received his ACRN certification and in 2019, he was elected to the 
HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification Board (HANCB) where he served as Treasurer until 
mid-2024. When HANCB began the process to re-envision the HIV Certification 
process several years ago, Drew was the driving force to ensure Licensed 
Practical/Vocational Nurses received the long overdue recognition so richly 
deserved for their years of competence, expertise, and care for people living with 
HIV. As a result of the work of the revisioning team, the ACLPN designation was 
created.  Since its inauguration, there are now 53 ACLPNs.

Lifetime Achievement Award

This award is given to a current, or previously, certified nurse for outstanding 
lifetime accomplishments that have enhanced the Certification board. The 
award is recommended by the HANCB president to the board of directors for 
approval and is given at the board’s discretion.
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Congratulations
to our friend, 

mentor and guiding light,

Andrew Komensky
 on receiving the inaugural 

HANCB Lifetime Achievement Award!

We are happy to celebrate you!
Xoxo,

Loretta and Sheila
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Congratulations 
to 

Andrew Komensky
inaugural recipient of the HANCB 

Lifetime Achievement Award!

Love your friends from RIANAC!



Congratulations 

ANAC 2024 JANAC  
ARTICLE OF THE YEAR
“What Did You Say, ChatGPT?” 
The Use of AI in Black Women’s 
HIV Self-Education: An Inductive 
Qualitative Data Analysis”

Rasheeta Chandler  
PhD, RN, FNP-BC, FAANP, FAAN

Congratulations
to Andrew Komensky, RN, MSN, MBA, ACRN, CIC 

on receiving the HANCB’s Inaugural Lifetime 
Achievement Award! Your extraordinary 
commitment to advancing nursing and 

healthcare has made an indelible impact. 
Your leadership, dedication, and unwavering 
compassion continue to inspire the nursing 

community. Thank you for your lifetime 
of service and for setting the standard of 

excellence for all. I am honored to have spent 
many countless hours by your side setting the 

stage for excellence through certification in HIV 
care for nurses and will be honored to continue 

in the future. 
Here’s to many more years of inspiring change 

and touching lives. Congratulations, Drew!

XOXOXOXO,

Robin (Hardwicke) Beach
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Rasheeta Chandler, PhD, RN, FNP-BC, 
FAANP, FAAN is an Associate Professor 
at Emory University, Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing.  She also 
holds an adjunct professorship at 
Morehouse School of Medicine and a 
past visiting professorship at University 
of California, San Francisco (UCSF), 
Center For AIDS Research [CFAR].

Throughout her career as a researcher, 
academician, and clinician, she 
has focused on promoting optimal 
reproductive health, protective sexual 
behavior, and STI/HIV prevention 

among Black women and other women of color. Her research addresses the 
critical need for interventions in this population, which faces disproportionately 
high rates of inferior sexual and reproductive health outcomes, including maternal 
mortality and STI/HIV transmission. Specifically, she focuses on digital approaches 
to promote STI/HIV prevention and to combat maternal mortality among Black 
women, exploring how new forms of technology and communication might support 
this population’s sexual and reproductive health. Her focus on Black women is 
part of her broader commitment to reducing health disparities among underserved 
populations, including rural communities. In addition, she is committed to building 
collaborative relationships between researchers and community members (through 
community-based participatory research design and human-centered design, for 
instance). Her contributions as a researcher, clinician, and faculty member are all 
directed toward these goals.

Richard L. Sowell JANAC Awards Article of the Year 

Rasheeta Chandler, PhD, RN, FNP-BC, FAANP, FAAN

This award recognizes an outstanding article published in the Journal of the 
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care during the period from July 1 - June 30 of the 
year preceding ANAC’s annual conference. The award acknowledges a significant 
contribution to the literature, the science of caring and nursing interventions in 
the HIV epidemic. The JANAC editorial board makes nominations and selections 
for this award and it is funded by the journal’s publisher.



Thank You
to the awards committee for their 

tireless efforts this year. They 
have selected an amazing group of 

individuals for the 2024 awards. It is not 
an easy job!

Pariya Fazeli Wheeler
Amit Dhir

Christopher Hetzer
Jodi Sutherland

Rasheeta Chandler
Awards nominations for 2025 will open 

early next year. Start thinking about your 
colleagues, coworkers, friends and mentors 

whom you think are deserving. 
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JJ Jackson, MA, NCC, LCPC, LPC, is 
a 2nd-year doctoral student at the 
University of Rochester’s School 
of Nursing, focusing on promoting 
psychiatric and sexual health outcomes 
among Black sexual and gender-
diverse communities domestically 
and abroad. Clinically, JJ is a licensed 
psychotherapist supporting clients along 
the East Coast. Previously, JJ served as 
a federal Project Officer overseeing the 
dissemination of the Ryan White HIV/
AIDS program before entering the PhD 
program at the University of Rochester. 

JJ is developing a line of inquiry that 
seeks to investigate multilevel determinants of health-seeking behaviors among Black 
and Hispanic males who have interfaced with the criminal justice system. Specifically, 
JJ is interested in studying how structural racism, mental and behavioral health, 
and provider relationships influence pathways of health-seeking to develop salient 
interventions at the structural and systemic levels for this population. JJ aspires to 
pursue independent sexual health research and contribute to reducing disparate sexual 
health and psychiatric-related outcomes among Black communities through work in 
federal and state-level health policy. 

JJ Jackson, MA, NCC, LCPC, LPC

This fellowship recognizes a member of a historically underrepresented racial 
or ethnic minority group in nursing or another health-related discipline who 
has a genuine interest in HIV/AIDS care. The recipient will establish a mentor/
mentee relationship with an ANAC member that will continue throughout the 
fellowship experience. Fellowship winners will present a summary of their 
experience at the DEI Committee meeting at the ANAC Annual Conference.

Diversity Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Student Fellowship
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Noriel P. Calaguas, PhD, MSHSA, RN, 
ACRN, is a Philippine leader in HIV/
AIDS nursing education and care. 
With a PhD in Nursing Education, a 
Master of Science in Health Services 
Administration, and certification as 
an HIV/AIDS Certified Registered 
Nurse (ACRN), Dr. Calaguas has 
made substantial contributions to the 
integration of HIV/AIDS education 
into nursing curricula, particularly in 
family and community health nursing. 
His research, recognized through 
numerous peer-reviewed publications 
and leadership in pivotal projects, 

has significantly influenced the development of HIV nursing practices in the 
Philippines. Dr. Calaguas’ commitment extends beyond academia into community-
based HIV care, where he provides essential counseling, testing, and educational 
services through various civil society and community based organizations. As a 
trustee of the Philippine Society of Sexual and Reproductive Health Nurses, Inc., 
and co-chair of the Global Committee for the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, 
he has been a driving force in advocating for inclusive healthcare and advancing 
the role of nurses in the global fight against HIV.

This award recognizes an outstanding ANAC member who, through HIV 
education, has impacted the lives of those they have instructed, whether it be 
patients, clients, families, students, health care providers, community groups or 
the general public.

HIV Educator Distinguished Service Award

Noriel Calaguas, PhD, MSHA, RN, ACRN
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Pamela Kohler, PhD, MPH, RN, is a 
Professor in the Department of Child, 
Family, and Population Health Nursing 
and the Department of Global Health 
at the University of Washington. She 
holds a PhD in Nursing Science and 
an MPH in Health Services from the 
University of Washington. Her clinical 
expertise includes HIV care, disaster 
response, and emergency nursing. 
She has served on the ANAC Research 
Committee and the JANAC editorial 
board.

Throughout her academic scholarship, 
Dr. Kohler has held a sustained commitment to improving access to health 
information and high-quality health care for adolescents and young adults. 
She develops and evaluates health services interventions, aiming to improve 
adolescent engagement in HIV care and prevention. She has led multiple studies 
using standardized patient actors to assess and enhance the quality of care, and 
to destigmatize health care interactions, for young people in South Africa and 
Kenya. Working with the International Training and Education Center for Health, 
she has also directed training in field epidemiology and quality improvement, and 
has conducted evaluations of HIV policies and programs in Eastern and Southern 
Africa. She currently leads an NINR-funded T32 training program to develop 
promising investigators in global health and health equity-oriented research.

This award recognizes an outstanding current ANAC member who has made a 
significant contribution through research regarding individuals and communities 
affected by HIV and the quality of care provided to them. Contributions may be 
reflected in scholarship and/or by the implemented impact of the research on HIV 
nursing care and individuals and communities affected by HIV.

Pamela Kohler, PhD, MPH, RN

Research Impact Recognition Award
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Jenn Sobolik, MSN, CNP, FNP-C, 
AACRN, AAHIVS, is an HIV-Certified 
Family Nurse Practitioner at an 
FQHC in rural western South 
Dakota. She is the NP for the Sexual 
and Reproductive Health Clinic at 
Complete Health where she provides 
HIV, Hepatitis C, and routine STI 
testing, treatment, and prevention 
services along with women’s 
health care.  In 2017, Jenn piloted 
an HIV clinic where PLWH receive 
comprehensive HIV services in a 
primary care setting. In this role, she 
cares for patients who drive as far 

as 3 hours to receive HIV care, and the clinic has served more than 100 patients 
since it opened.  She started Black Hills AIDS Walk to increase HIV awareness 
in her rural community and takes pride in educating others to decrease stigma. 
Jenn participated in ANAC’s HIV & Aging Scholarship Program in 2023, and she is 
a member of ANAC’s Rural and Policy Committees. She credits her HIV program’s 
success to the amazing team of nurses who support her and to her greatest 
mentors, Pat Daoust and Justin Alves, who empowered her to find her voice as an 
HIV advocate. She is grateful to have a wonderful team that shares her mission. 

Jennifer Peters Sobolik, MSN, CNP, FNP-C, AACRN, AAHIVS

This award is named in honor of Joanne Ruiz (1949-1991), one of the first 
nurses in the United States to become infected with HIV through occupational 
exposure. Despite this, she continued as an HIV/AIDS nurse and was admired 
by her colleagues for her compassionate care and non-judgmental respect for 
individuals living with HIV/AIDS. This award recognizes an outstanding ANAC 
nurse clinician who brings knowledge, skill and caring to people with HIV 
infection and their loved ones.

Joanne Ruiz Achievement for Excellence in Clinical Practice in HIV
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Dr. Jennifer Belfry is a Family Nurse 
Practitioner and Certified HIV 
Specialist with 10 years of experience 
caring for patients living with HIV. She 
graduated from Columbia University 
School of Nursing with her BSN/
MSN and completed her Doctorate 
in Nursing Practice at University of 
Massachusetts, Boston with a focus 
on improving HIV screening in young 
adults and adolescents. 

Jennifer has worked in primary care, 
FQHCs, and HIV medicine for 8 years 
before joining Q Care Plus in 2022, a 

telehealth HIV PrEP and HIV care practice. She is a Clinician Lead and heads the 
Q Care Link HIV Program at Q Care Plus. She is enthusiastic about ending the HIV 
epidemic and expanding access to quality care for everyone. An avid baker and 
trail runner, she resides in Rhode Island with her dog, 2 kids, and writer husband.

Jennifer Belfry, DNP, MSN, APRN, FNP-BC

This award is named in honor of Frank Lamendola (1950-1998), an ANAC nurse who 
lived openly with HIV/AIDS for 16 years. He was an exemplary leader in HIV/AIDS 
nursing care, combining clinical nursing expertise with scholarly and administrative 
leadership and vision to impact the care of people living with HIV/AIDS. This award 
recognizes an outstanding nurse who has taken on a major leadership role in HIV 
research, education, professional services or scholarly activities. The recipient is a 
nurse who brings vision, administrative abilities and commitment to their position. The 
award is given to the nurse who has had significant and far-reaching impact on AIDS 
care nurses and people living with HIV.

Frank Lamendola Achievement Award for Nursing Leadership in HIV Care



Congratulations 
to 

Jennifer Belfry, 
recipient of the 2024 

Frank Lamendola Achievement for 
Nursing Leadership in HIV Care

We are so proud of you and your incredible 
work on behalf of people living with HIV across 

the country!

Love your friends from RIANAC!
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Sheryl Lee Ralph

For 2024, the ANAC Board of Directors 
has selected Emmy-winning actress 
Sheryl Lee Ralph as the recipient. She 
is a prominent advocate for HIV/AIDS 
awareness and prevention through 
her work with the DIVA Foundation.  
Ms. Ralph founded the nonprofit DIVA 
Foundation in 1990 to honor friends 
during the early days of the AIDS 
epidemic. The foundation’s mission 
is to raise awareness and funds for 
organizations that support the LGBTQ+ 
community and people living with 
HIV/AIDS. She has been speaking out 
about HIV/AIDS since 1983, when she 

was in the original Broadway cast of Dream Girls. She has been inspired to raise 
awareness by her experiences with AIDS in the theater community in New York in 
the 1980s and at Harlem Hospital.

Particularly notable this year, Sheryl Lee Ralph produced the documentary short 
Unexpected, which follows two young mothers who travel the U.S. to share 
information and supplies with newly diagnosed mothers. The film was produced 
in partnership with SisterLove, an organization that supports Black women living 
with HIV. It is being shown at ANAC2024 and will include a post film discussion 
with one of the women in the film, Masonia Traylor.

This award is given to an individual who (or organization that) has made 
a significant contribution to public policy or community service. The 
awardee is selected by the ANAC board of directors. The award is given at 
the board’s discretion.

Public Service Award
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to the 2024 Conference Scholarship winners

Congratulations

Thank you to the generous donors who made these scholarships possible.
If you’d like to support a scholarship, visit nursesinaidscare.org/donate.

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Scholarship
Private Donor 

Austin Nation

Full Conference Scholarships 
Jessica Fox 

Partial Scholarships
Brenice Duroseau
Aumane Mathato
Dorena Rutayisire 
Amanda Stafford

Registration Scholarships
Kristy Herndon

Mary Ellen Richey



19

Dr. Vincent Guilamo-Ramos is 
Executive Director of the Institute 
for Policy Solutions and Endowed 
Professor at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Nursing in Washington DC. 
He is a nurse practitioner and nurse 
scientist with clinical and research 
specialization in HIV prevention and 
treatment for Latino adolescents and 
young adults. He served as a member 
of the NASEM committee that drafted 
the groundbreaking Ending Unequal 
Treatment report. He is a regular 
contributor to leading health scientific 
journals. He has been funded by NIH, 

CDC, and federal agencies for community-based Latino focused health research. 
He has served on numerous federal advisory committees and is a board member of 
UnidosUS, the Latino Commission on AIDS and the Power to Decide.

Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, ACRN

This award is presented by ANAC and Until There’s A Cure Foundation to 
an ANAC member whose work focuses on improving the lives of vulnerable 
persons or communities, influences policy at a local, state, national or 
international level and whose drive, motivations and passion affect change.

Helen Miramontes Advocacy Award
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Dr. Jillian Pintye (she/her), RN, MPH, 
PhD, is a nurse-scientist and Associate 
Professor in the Departments of Global 
Health and Biobehavioral Nursing and 
Health Informatics at the University of 
Washington. She is also affiliated with 
the International Clinical Research 
Center (ICRC) and the Global Center 
for Integrated Health of Women, 
Adolescents, and Children (Global 
WACh) and is a Research Associate 
with the Botswana Harvard Health 
Partnership. Her research focuses on 
HIV and STI prevention and treatment, 
particularly within maternal child health 
and family planning settings. Dr. Pintye 

is engaged in a suite of studies related to pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for HIV 
prevention among young cisgender women and pregnant populations in Kenya and 
Botswana, including pharmacokinetic evaluations, randomized clinical trials (RCTs), 
prospective cohort studies, and qualitative and implementation science evaluations. 
Prior to graduate school, Dr. Pintye was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Botswana, where 
she developed a passion for HIV and STI prevention among pregnant people and their 
children.

Jillian Pintye, RN, MPH, PhD

This award recognizes a nurse who has made significant and outstanding 
contributions to the prevention of the spread of HIV infection.

Lucy Bradley-Springer Excellence in HIV Prevention Award
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Michael V. Relf, PhD, RN, ACNS-BC, 
AACRN, FAAN, is the Interim Dean and 
Mary T. Champagne Distinguished 
Professor of Nursing at the Duke 
University School of Nursing and a 
Professor at the Duke Global Health 
Institute.  He is a past-president of the 
HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification Board. 
During his tenure at HANCB he led the 
national taskforce that developed the 
examination blueprint for the AACRN 
examination. For the last five years, 
he has served as the editor-in-chief 
of the Journal of the Association of 
Nurses in AIDS Care. ANAC previously 

recognized his contributions with the Frank Lamendola Achievement Award for 
Nursing Leadership in HIV Care (2003), the Spirit of Nursing Award for Excellence 
in Mentoring (2005) and the Researcher Recognition Award (2017).  He earned 
his PhD in nursing from Johns Hopkins University and is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Nursing and the Academy of Nursing Education.   

Michael Relf, PhD, RN, ACNS-BC, AACRN, FAAN

This award is given to the association member who, in the opinion of the 
president, has provided exemplary leadership and service in fulfillment of the 
association’s mission and strategic plan. The award is given at the discretion 
of the president and every association member is eligible.

ANAC Presidents Award
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Congratulations!

Duke University School of Nursing is proud
to celebrate you as the recipient of the 2024
ANAC President’s Award. 

MICHAEL V. RELF
PHD, RN, AACRN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN
Interim Dean
Mary T. Champagne Distinguished Professor of Nursing
Duke University School of Nursing

Associate Chief Nurse Executive for Academic Partnerships
and Innovation
Duke University Health System

NURSING.DUKE.EDU



Congratulations

Thank you

Dr. Michael Relf! 
I proudly congratulate Michael Relf, PhD, RN, ACNS-
BC, AACRN, CNE, FAAN on receiving the prestigious 

ANAC President’s Award! This coveted honor is 
bestowed upon the MOST exceptional ANAC member 

who, in the opinion of the ANAC Board of Directors 
President, has shown outstanding leadership and 

unwavering dedication to advancing ANAC’s mission 
and strategic vision. Dr. Relf’s commitment and 

impact within the community set a benchmark of 
excellence, and we are grateful for his incredible 

contributions.

Please join me in celebrating Dr. Relf’s extraordinary 
achievement and his continued dedication to making 

a difference in HIV/AIDS care and advocacy.

Congratulations, Dr. Relf!
Best,

Robin (Hardwicke) Beach

Dr. Michael Relf
PhD, RN, ANEF, AACRN, FAAN, 

for your leadership and dedication as Editor-in 
Chief of the Journal of the Association of Nurses 

in AIDS Care (2019-2024). We celebrate the 
increased diversity, engagement and impact of 
JANAC during your tenure and congratulate you 
on your well-deserved ANAC Board of Directors’ 

President’s Award. 

We appreciate you and thank you for your 
service. 

The ANAC Board of Directors and staff 

to
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Joachim Voss, RN, PhD, ACRN, FAAN

This award is given to a current member of ANAC for outstanding
lifetime accomplishments that have enhanced the Association of Nurses in 
AIDS Care. The award is recommended by the ANAC president to the board of 
directors for approval and is given at the board’s discretion.

Lifetime Achievement Award

Joachim Voss, RN, PhD, ACRN, FAAN, 
is an expert in HIV-related symptom 
science and was the first nurse 
scientist to develop a gene expression 
tool to study gene expression related 
to fatigue in HIV. Fatigue in HIV and 
cancer is a highly stressful experience. 
His research has contributed 
significantly to the identification of 
moderators and mediators in HIV 
and cancer-related fatigue, the 
identification of basic mechanisms of 
fatigue in skeletal muscle, CD4 cells, 
and fat tissue, and the translation 
of best practices into evidence-

based HIV symptom management guidelines, and evidence-based exercise 
recommendations for older adults living with HIV.

Joachim received his undergraduate and Master’s training in Germany and a PhD 
from the University of California in San Francisco. After a three-year postdoctoral 
fellowship at the National Institutes of Health, he was appointed as an Assistant 
Professor at the University of Washington. After being promoted and tenured, he 
became the Director of the Evidence-based Practice Institute at Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland. During the COVID epidemic, he became chair of 
the University Faculty Senate and Director of the PhD Program. In 2024, Joachim 
moved to Omaha and became Associate Dean for Academic Programs at the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, College of Nursing.





Congratulations to 

 Joachim Voss, PhD
ASSOCIATE DEAN OF ACADEMIC PROGRAMS 
AT THE UNMC COLLEGE OF NURSING 

On receiving the 2024 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the 
Association of Nurses in AIDS Care.

unmc.edu/nursing



ANAC�\l.i., 
Association o� ,Z47, 

Nurses in AIDS Care # 




