
 

The Honorable Charles Schumer  
Majority Leader U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  
Speaker U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515  
 
Xavier Becerra 
Secretary, Department of Health and Human 
Services  
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell  
Minority Leader U.S. Senate  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy  
Minority Leader U.S. House of 
Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Governor Phil Murphy 
Chair, National Governors Association 
Washington, D.C. 20001

December 1, 2022 

Dear Sirs and Madame,  

We the undersigned are nurses and other members of healthcare teams from across the United 
States. We share a common concern for equity in health and health outcomes for all Americans. 
While different factors contribute to health outcomes, the intersections with social determinants of 
health that are shaped by policy and politics are critical to health equity.  

We are members of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care (ANAC), the leading nursing 
organization responding to HIV/AIDS and related co-morbidities and co-occurring conditions. 
Founded in 1987, our mission is to promote the education and development of nurses and others 
involved in the delivery of HIV-related health care and to promote the health and welfare of people 
living with HIV/AIDS around the world. 

We know that harmful rhetoric, policies and laws contribute to fear and stigma, limit access and 
drive people away from healthcare overall. Limited access, combined with historic inequities and a 
distrust in the healthcare system have created a two-tiered health care system in the United States. 
This connection is clear in the HIV epidemic in the United States and must be front and center in 
our collaborative efforts to end the HIV epidemic by 2030.  

While the “asks” are broad-based, we ask that you consider them your North Star as you move 
through the legislative and administrative processes and decisions.  

Decisions at the local, state and federal levels impact our patients and the communities we serve. 
These decisions influence not only their ability to have equitable healthcare access and outcomes, 
but also shape their trust in the healthcare systems, critical to engagement in healthcare and better 
outcomes.  

As we face another World AIDS Day on December 1, the promise and the challenge of ending HIV 
in the United States is intertwined with political issues that are intersectional with and hinder the 
remarkable biomedical progress we have made. These issues are larger than HIV/AIDS care, yet 
are central to full health equity and outcomes for people living with HIV. Therefore, we call for:  



 

• Full LGBTQ rights & access to quality healthcare for all LGBTQ individuals of all ages 
• Full reproductive rights and reproductive health care for all women and girls 
• Equitable access to preventative & healthcare services that address the racial and 

geographic inequities in health outcomes 
• Modernization of outdated HIV criminalization laws and policies 
• Full funding for HIV prevention, care & treatment and research in federal and state budgets 

As nurses and nurse allies, we stand for the above principles and ask you to prioritize them in your considerations 
and let them guide you in your decisions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Carole Treston, RN, MPH, ACRN, FAAN, Philadelphia, PA 
Christie Olejemeh, PhD, RN, Windsor Mill,  MD 
Jessica Gross, RN, MSN, MPH, Atlanta, GA 
Anne Behr, BSN, RN, Morgantown, WV 
Jolie Crowder, PhD, MSN, RN, CCM, Centreville, VA 
Hannah Clements, RN, Des Moines, Iowa 
Jennifer Taylor, RN, Los Angeles, CA 
Tara Teipel, Nursing Student, Philadelphia, PA 
Donna Sabatino, RN, ACRN, Flagler Beach, FL 
Courtney Shihabuddin, DNP, APRN-CNP, AGPCNP-BC, Columbus, OH 
Alexis Long, RN, Birmingham, AL 
Arianne Jamison, DNP, RN, CTN-B, Secaucus, NJ 
Joval Webbe, MAT, MSN(s), Chevy Chase, MD 
Mitchell Wharton, PhD, RN, Rochester, NY 
Jason Farley, PhD, MPH, NP, Baltimore, Maryland  
Melanie Steilen, RN, ACRN, Huntington Station, NY 
Kamaria Laffrey, Advocate, Winter Haven, FL 
Lynn Roberts, APRN, DNP, Katy, TX 
Ellen Seymour, AGNP-C, MSN, MPH, AAHIVS, Chicago, Illinois  
Timothy Hudson, RN, Chicago, IL 
Sara Vincelli, APRN, MSN, FNP-C, Morgantown, WV 
Jonah Pierce, RN, ACRN, Durham, NC 
Sadie Sommer, MPH, Nashville, TN 
Megan Gronewoller, BSN, RN, ACRN, Sioux Falls, SD 
Vanessa P. Fahie, PhD, RN, Baltimore, MD 
Patricia Cioe, PhD, APRN-C,FNP, Providence, RI 
Kendrick Clack, MS, APRN, FNP-C, AAHIVS, Houston, TX 
Robert Dodge, PhD, RN, ANP, AACRN, Raleigh, NC 
Danielle Haldeman, RN, BSN, Las Vegas, NV 
Leigh Ebbesmeyer, RN, Des Moines, IA 
Jeffrey Kwong, DNP, ANP-BC, Tinton Falls, NJ 
Eddy Diaz, RN, Miami, FL 
Brian VanHouten, BSN, RN, Grand Rapids, MI 
Debra Winters, APRN-BC, AACRN, Boston, MA 
Stephanie Fountas, BSN, RN, Des Moines, IA 
Hector Acevedo, RN, Springfield, MA 
Bruce W. Coats, RN, BSN, Van Nuys, CA 
Chris Bartsch, RN, Santa Fe, NM 
Jimmie Leckliter, MSN-Ed., RN, PHN, Cathedral City, CA 



 

Christopher Hetzer, MSN, RN, Columbus, OH 
Alza Johnson, LPN, Syracuse, NY 
Carol Dawson-Rose, RN, ACRN, PhD, FAAN, Oakland, CA 
Loretta Winde, BSN, RN, ACRN, COS-C, Warwick, RI 
Hazel Jones Parker, DNP, CRNP, Baltimore,MD 
Winifred Stanis-Ezeobi, RN, RM, BSN, Florida  
Paula Peters, MSN, ACRN, RN, BC-NE, CTTS, Saginaw, MI 
Evelyn Hicks, RN, Houston, TX 
Sindi Mthembu, South Africa 
Walton Desplas, BSN-RN, ACRN, Richardson, TX 
Quincy Jennings, RN, Houston, TX 
James Ealy, MA, Sharon Hill, PA 
Justin Alves, RN, MSN, ACRN, CARN, CNE, Boston, MA 
Kemi Sosanya, MSN/FNP-C, New York, NY 
Dawn Robinson, RN, DNP, ANP-BC, AACRN, Indianapolis, IN 
Courtney Sharpe, LPN, Oklahoma City, OK 
Stephanie Marrs, APRN, CNP, AAHIVS, Oklahoma City, OK 
Emily Neiman, CNM, Columbus, OH 
Kamila Alexander, PhD, MPH, RN, Baltimore, MD 
Courtney Caiola, PhD, MPH, RN, CNE, Chapel Hill, NC 
John Nelson, PhD, CPNP, Newark, NJ 
Mickey Dhir, CRNP,MSN, Baltimore, MD 
Joan Higgs, RN, Key West, FL 
Kelly Kruize, ACLPN, Erie, PA 
James H Logan, BSN, RN, St Petersburg, FL 
Sara Rogers, DNP, AGACNP-BC, AGPCNP-BC, Albuquerque, NM 
Genie Blaher, RN, BS, ACRN, Fern Park, FL 
Janet Kitchen, Mental Health Counselor , Tampa, FL 
Jeffrey Schaffer, RN, Provincetown, MA 
Ed Chitty, MEd, RN, ACRN, San Francisco, CA  
Sheila Tumilty, BSN, RN, ACRN, Rhode Island 
Donna Roberson, PhD, FNP-BC, Greenville, NC 
Nate Albright, RN, MSN, FNP-BC, Columbus, OH 
John Nelson, PhD, MSN, CPNP, Newark, NJ 
Laura Rose Jeddeloh, RN, BSN, Bellingham, WA 
Angelica Escobar, RN, Springfield, MA 
Patricia Daoust, MSN, RN, BS, FAAN, Boston, MA  
Sue Willard, PhD, APN, FAAN, Philadelphia, PA 
Patricia Cioe, PhD, APRN-BC, FNP-BC, CNP, Providence, RI 
Mary Benjamins, RN, BSN, ACRN, Ann Arbor, MI 
Douglas Ross, BSN, RN, Kansas City, MO 
Sean Hammond, Medical Case Manager, Jacksonville, FL 
Debra Kosko, DNP, MN, FNP-BC, FAANP, Raleigh, NC 
Angela Burt, LPN, Greenville, SC 
Julia Schmidtpetersen, RN, BSHA, CCM, ACRN, Brea, CA 
Jody G Long, RN, Wake Forest, NC 
Laurene Clark, RN, Brooklyn, NY 
Mary Goodspeed, RN, BS, Buffalo, NY 
Norma Coopet, RN, BSN, MA, ACRN, Pearland, TX 
Theodore Fletcher, BSN, RN, PHN, ACRN, San Jose, CA 
Kathryn Foley, RN, MS, Somerville, MA 
Robbin Brown, RN, Pensacola, FL 



 

Septian Mixrova Sebayang, Indonesia 
Anselmo Fonseca, Advocate, San Juan PR 
Andrea Thorne, Durham, NC 
Lukas Grayson Neafsey, RN, BSN, Denver, CO 
Kelly Kruize, ACLPN, Erie, PA 
Christine Reid, RN, Worcester, MA 
Judy Odili, MS, RN, Hanover, MD 
John Phoenix, APRN, Las Vegas, NV 
Amanda Hodges, BA, Erie, PA 
Rachel K. Wion, PhD, RN, Indianapolis, IN 
Arthur Fitting, BSN, RN, New York, NY 
John Barazzuol, RN, MPA, ACRN, New York, NY 
Ari Kravitz, FNP-C, AAHIVS, Phoenix, AZ 
Amanda Literati, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Erinn Ossentjuk, BSN, RN, Philadelphia, PA 
Mina Arnold, BSN, Philadelphia, PA 
Sherilyn Tyburski, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Melisa Yaman, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Zoie Danyali, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Sophie Ouyang, nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Anthony Hernandez, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Marah Sanchez, Nursing student, Philadelphia, PA 
Sherise Stogner, RN, BBA, ACRN, Elmwood, TN 
Janet Kitchen, MHC, Davenport, FL 
Rachelle Woods, MSN, RN, Littleton, CO 
Erin Myers, Uniontown, OH 
Julie Schexnayder, DNP, PhD, MPH, CRNP, AACRN, Birmingham. AL 
Marik Moen, PhD, MPH, RN, Baltimore, MD 
Crystal Walker, PhD, DNP, FNP-C, Memphis, TN 
Alanna Bergman MSN AGNP-BC, Baltimore, MD 
Tavell L. Kindall, Ph.D, DNP, APRN, New Orleans, LA 
Donna Gullette, PhD, APRN, AGACNP-BC, FAANP, Little Rock, AK 
Nakera Dumas, Alexandria, VA  
Nina K. Sublette, PhD, APRN-BC, AACRN, SANE-P, Memphis, TN 
Lynda Wileman, Hillsborough, NC 
Nicole Akparewa, RN, MSN, MPH, Baltimore, MD  
Bernadette Wanji, MPH, New York, NY 
 


